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Nevada Cit y School of  t he Ar t s 

Independent  St udy Guidelines 

 

 
Independent  St udy Policy  

 

We at  NCSA st r ive t o  st r ike a balance bet w een  St at e requirem ent s, f am ily needs, 

and  f und ing f o r  t he schoo l. Theref o re w e o f f er  Independen t  St ud ies t o  be used  

w hen  a st uden t  is no t  at  schoo l f o r  t he f o llow ing reasons: illness, vacat ion  o r  

relig ious observances.  When  a st uden t  is no t  at  schoo l, t hey can f all beh ind  in  

t heir  class w ork and  t he schoo l does no t  receive f un d ing f o r  t hat  ch ild  on  t hat  

day (in  f act , t he schoo l loses up  t o  $41.00 f o r  each  day t hat  a st uden t  is absen t ), 

t heref o re w e u t ilize Independen t  St ud ies t o  receive f und ing o t herw ise lost  and  

also  t o  help  st ud en t s m ain t ain  t heir  schoo lw ork. 

Benef it s of  Independent  St udy include: 

 St uden t  can  keep  up  w it h  t heir  schoo lw ork and  hom ew ork w h ich , in  t urn , 

can  f acilit at e an  easier  re-en t ry in t o  t he classroom  f o r  t he ch ild .  

 NCSA receives f und ing f o r  t he days t he ch ild  Is no t  in  schoo l 

What  is an Independent  St udy? 

An Independen t  St ud y is a con t ract  bet w een  t he schoo l, t he paren t s and  t he 

st uden t  in  w h ich  t he paren t  and  st uden t  agree t o  com p ly w it h  st at e 

requirem ent s w h ich  includes ind icat ing w het her  o r  no t  t heir  ch ild  is do ing t heir  

schoo l w ork every d ay t hat  schoo l is in  session .  The f o llow ing st at em ent  is 

included  in  t he Indep enden t  St udy Agreem ent  in  w h ich  t he paren t  has signed  o f f  

on , t he agreem ent  includ es t he f o llow ing st at em ent , “As a paren t , I accep t  f u ll 

responsib ilit y f o r  m y ch ild ’s educat ion  and  acknow ledge t hat  t h is p rogram  w as 

f ounded  t o  f acilit at e new  and  innovat ive educat ional app roaches t hat  m ay no t  

be app rop r iat e f o r  all ch ild ren .” 

How  is it  execut ed? 

When f am ilies p lan  a vacat ion  dur ing days t hat  schoo l is in  session , paren t s no t if y 

t he at t end ance clerk and  t heir  ch ild ’s t eacher (s).  Please p rovid e as m uch  advance 

no t ice as possib le.  We recom m end  t w o  w eek’s no t ice f o r  p lanned  absences.  If  

your  ch ild  becom es sick, w e can  in it iat e an  Independen t  St udy on  t he second  day 

o f  illness.  Once again , p lease con t act  t he at t endance clerk and  t eacher (s) t o  

f acilit at e t he pap erw ork.  Your  ch ild  m ust  t hen  t urn  in  t heir  schoo lw ork o n  t he 

day t hey ret urn  t o  schoo l.   Please be aw are t hat  if  your  ch ild  does no t  t urn  in  t he 
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schoo lw ork t he day t hey ret urn  t o  schoo l t hey m ay no t  be ab le t o  use 

Independen t  St ud ies in  t he f ut ure, and  ab sences w ill b e no t ed  as such .  Excessive 

absences can  lead  t o  t he SARB (St ud en t  At t endance Review  Board ) p rocess.   

 

What  is t he procedure? 

 Dow n load  t he Indep enden t  St udy Request  f o rm  on  our  w ebsit e and  em ail 

t he f o rm  t o  your  ch ild ’s t eacher  t w o  w eeks p r io r  t o  your  depar t ure, if  your  

ch ild  is in  t he m idd le schoo l, p lease em ail all t h ree t eachers.   

 Please also  em ail t he Independen t  St udy Request  t o  Jenn if er  Panno  at  

en ro llm en t @t hencsa.com  t w o  w eeks p r io r  t o  your  depar t ure. 

 At  least  one w eek p r io r  t o  your  depar t ure, com e by t he o f f ice t o  sign  t he 

Independen t  St udy con t ract  - t his is m andat ory . 

 Pick up  schoo l w ork f rom  your  ch ild ’s t eacher  –  t his is also m andat ory . 

 Have your  ch ild  com p let e t he schoo lw o rk. 

 When  your  ch ild  ret urns t o  t he classroom , t hey m ust  t urn  in  t heir  schoo l 

w ork w het her  o r  no t  it  w as com p let ed .  Incom p let e schoo lw ork w ill t r igger  

a loss o f  f unds f o r  t he schoo l and  m ay also  jeopard ize your  ch ild ’s ab ili t y t o  

par t icipat e in  Indep enden t  St ud ies in  t he f ut ure.  Please know  t hat  w it h  3 

o r  m ore absences a ch ild  can  be considered  t ruan t  and  t hat  in  t urn  can  

lead  t o  SARB (St ud en t  At t endance Ref er ral Board ) sit uat ion , p lease see 

At t endance FAQ f o r  m ore in f o rm at ion . 

Please con t act  Jenn if er  in  t he o f f ice w it h  any quest ions about  t he above 

in f o rm at ion . 
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